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Cancer

Overview

Something in your body is making you sick. The
doctor says it's "cancer." But what is cancer,
exactly? Let's learn about it together.

The body's cells

If we could look at you under a microscope, we
would see that your body is made up of tiny things
we call "cells." Cells make up your skin and muscles
and bones. They make up your blood and brain and
eyes and hair. Every single part of your body is
made up of cells, and each cell has a job to do.
They all work together to keep your body running
smoothly.

Cancer cells

But sometimes, a cell turns bad. It stops doing its
job. It grows out of control, and starts to make
copies of itself. When you get a bunch of these bad
cells in your body and they make you sick, this is
called "cancer." There are many different kinds of
cancer, because there are many different kinds of
cells in your body.

How we treat cancer

So, how do we treat cancer? Well, it depends on
what kind you have. We may give you medicine. We
may use special X-rays to fight your cancer cells.
You could even have surgery to take the cancer
cells out of your body. Your doctor will make a plan
just for you. By doing what the doctor says, you can
help fight your cancer cells and feel a lot better.
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