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Leukemia

Overview
The doctor says your blood is making you sick. You
have "leukemia." What does that mean, exactly?
Well, let's find out.

Bad blood cells
In our blood, we have tiny things we call "blood
cells." They're like little workers that help carry food
and fresh air to all the parts of our bodies. There are
even special blood cells that help protect us from
things that make us sick. But with leukemia, some
of your blood cells stop doing their jobs. These bad
cells grow and multiply, and they crowd out the
healthy blood cells. This isn't good for your body.

How you feel
Leukemia makes you feel tired and sick sometimes.
You can have a fever. Your body can hurt. And, you
can get a cold or infection easily when you're
around other people who are sick. It can be hard to
do the things you like to do when you have
leukemia.

How we treat it
So, how do you get better? Well, we can give you
special medicine. You go to the doctor to get it. It
goes through a tube and into your blood, where it
helps fight the bad blood cells. You may need to go
to the doctor many times to get this medicine. Your
doctor may use other things, like special X-rays, to
fight the bad cells, too. By doing what the doctor
says, you can help your body feel better.
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