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Elder Abuse

Overview
As we age, we may need to depend on others to
help us with day-to-day care. Unfortunately, some
caregivers hurt the older people in their care. Older
people can be physically harmed. They may be
neglected. And their money may be stolen. We call
this "elder abuse." And it can happen to anyone.

Where it happens
Elderly people may be abused in their own homes,
in assisted living facilities and in nursing homes.
Some are abused when they move in with family
members. Not all understand they are being
abused. And those who do may have trouble getting
help.

Types of abuse
Some abuse is visible. Physical abuse can leave
bruises and scars. A person who is neglected or
abandoned may live in dirty and unsafe conditions.
Elderly people are also abused in ways that are
harder to spot. They can be abused emotionally or
sexually. They can be victims of financial fraud. That
happens when family members or caretakers steal
their money, or when they are overcharged for
services.

Conclusion
If you suspect an elderly person is being abused,
step in and help. Talk to them privately. Ask
questions. Offer to take them somewhere safe, like
a local adult protective services agency. And report
the abuse to the authorities.
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