
 

With treatment and a lot of time, most kids with leukemia get better. 

That may seem a long time away right now... 

and it may be hard to imagine how you get there. 

Here's what to expect as you and your family start this journey. 

When leukemia is diagnosed, you'll get a new doctor who specializes in and has experience treating 

childhood leukemia. 

As part of a cancer care team, your doctor will get treatment started as soon as possible. 

Your child's specific treatment depends on the type of leukemia and your child's age and size. 

Your care team may need to make adjustments to the treatment based on symptoms and how the 

leukemia responds. 

There are many ways to treat leukemia. 

It usually starts with chemotherapy. 

Chemotherapy is a type of treatment that includes medicines that kill or slow the growth and spread 

of cancer cells. 

It's often called "chemo." 

Chemo may be given in different ways... 

as a shot in your child's arm, leg, or belly... 

as pills, capsules, or liquids that your child swallows... 

as a dose put directly into the part of the body that needs treatment... 

or, chemo may be given directly into a vein through an I.V. tube called a catheter. 

The catheter is usually put in the hand, foot, or lower arm. 
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Your child may get a port that makes it easier to give medicines and do blood tests with fewer needle 

pokes. 

Sometimes treatment involves radiation therapy. 

It uses high-energy rays, like a strong X-ray, or radioactive material to kill cancer cells or to keep them 

from growing. 

A stem cell transplant is another treatment option. 

The transplant replaces damaged cells with healthy ones. 

Targeted therapies are other ways to treat leukemia. 

Targeted therapies use special medicines to target and kill the cancer cells. 

They also may use gene therapy to find and attack cancer cells. 

Other treatment options may be possible. 

Ask your doctor about clinical trials for your child. 

Treatment is a process that changes over time. 

And it changes based on results. 

The care team may change the approach or add something new based on how well the treatment is 

working. 

Sometimes side effects can affect treatment choices. 

Treatment of childhood leukemia may take a long time. 

It can be hard on everyone in your family... 

but especially your child. 

You don't have to do this alone. 

                 This  program is for informational purposes only. Publisher disclaims all guarantees regarding the accuracy, completeness,​
                 or suitability of this video for medical decision making. For all health related issues please contact your healthcare provider.              

 
                VER75860A EN ChildhoodLeukemia:UnderstandingTreatment.pdf         ©2018] WebMD Ignite​ ​  

​ ​ Page 2 of 3 



 
Your cancer care team is there to treat your child and to support your family. 

And they understand that you're new to this leukemia journey. 

They expect you to have lots of questions. 

They also know that you are going through a very stressful time. 

So ask about anything you're wondering or concerned about. 

When you understand your child's cancer treatment, it can help you be an involved member of your 

child's care team. 
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